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Chiral primary amine thiourea catalysts were first successfully applied to promote Michael addition of isobutyraldehyde to maleimides. A variety of
N-aryl and N-aliphatic maleimides provided Michael adducts in excellent yields (up to 98%) and enantioselectivities (up to 99% ee) with 5 mol %
catalyst.
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(�)-Phthalascidin 622 was synthesized in 5.6% yield via the formation of the corresponding (1,30)-bis-tetrahydroisoquinoline.
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